From castaneda-request@earth.com  Tue Oct 18 17:02:16 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@earth.com
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) id QAA28695 for castaneda-dist; Tue, 18 Oct 1994 16:39:38 -0500
Resent-Date: Tue, 18 Oct 1994 16:39:38 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199410182139.QAA28695@austin.BSDI.COM>
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@earth.com
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@earth.com
Originator: castaneda@earth.com
Precedence: bulk
Reply-To: castaneda@earth.com
Resent-From: castaneda@earth.com
Sender: castaneda@earth.com
Received: from psyvax.psy.utexas.edu (psyvax.psy.utexas.edu [128.83.207.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id QAA28692 for <Castaneda@earth.com>; Tue, 18 Oct 1994 16:39:36 -0500
Date: Tue, 18 Oct 1994 16:39:36 -0500
Message-Id: <199410182139.QAA28692@austin.BSDI.COM>
Received: from psy30.psy.utexas.edu by psyvax.psy.utexas.edu with SMTP;
          Tue, 18 Oct 1994 16:36:57 -0500 (CDT)
X-Sender: Harmon@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
To: Castaneda@earth.com
From: Harmon@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu (Mike Harmon)
Subject: Talk (is still a lot cheaper than I think)
X-Mailer: <PC Eudora Version 1.4>


Is this how I do it?  Just post and note and I get on the list?  I'm hopeful.
In the meantime I think I'll go try and practice not doing.  Or not.  How 
would Yoda put it?  "Do.  Or not do.  There is no try."  I guess I should 
stick to Juan here.  Or maybe my ex-wife.  Yeah.  She has a great misquote 
from Juan that we both like anyway.  Its:

                 "Let's not talk.  Then we'll know."
 
     -Mike
Mike Harmon  (Comp. Sys. Dev. Spec.)
University of Texas
Psychology Dept.
Mezes 330
Austin, Texas 78703
(512) 471-9228
Harmon@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu


From castaneda-request@earth.com  Sun Oct 23 22:52:02 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@earth.com
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) id WAA27772 for castaneda-dist; Sun, 23 Oct 1994 22:49:35 -0500
Resent-Date: Sun, 23 Oct 1994 22:49:35 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199410240349.WAA27772@austin.BSDI.COM>
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@earth.com
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@earth.com
Originator: castaneda@earth.com
Precedence: bulk
Reply-To: castaneda@earth.com (send add/delete requests to castaneda-request@earth.com)
Resent-From: castaneda@earth.com
Sender: castaneda@earth.com
Received: from austin.BSDI.COM (sanders@localhost [127.0.0.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) with ESMTP id WAA27768 for <castaneda@earth.com>; Sun, 23 Oct 1994 22:49:34 -0500
Message-Id: <199410240349.WAA27768@austin.BSDI.COM>
To: castaneda@earth.com
Subject: list was dead since Wed, Oct 20
From: castaneda-request@earth.com
Date: Sun, 23 Oct 1994 22:49:33 -0500

Email to the mailing list was being dropped since Web, Oct 20.
This is now fixed.  Please resend anything that was important.

[A customer of my company was having a problem with their sendmail and
I ended up breaking mine in the process of fixing theirs, sorry]

From castaneda-request@earth.com  Mon Oct 24 09:58:10 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@earth.com
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) id JAA29273 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 09:52:34 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 24 Oct 1994 09:52:34 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199410241452.JAA29273@austin.BSDI.COM>
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@earth.com
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@earth.com
Originator: castaneda@earth.com
Precedence: bulk
Reply-To: castaneda@earth.com (send add/delete requests to castaneda-request@earth.com)
Resent-From: castaneda@earth.com
Sender: castaneda@earth.com
Received: from psyvax.psy.utexas.edu (psyvax.psy.utexas.edu [128.83.207.1]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id JAA29270 for <Castaneda@earth.com>; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 09:52:32 -0500
Date: Mon, 24 Oct 1994 09:52:32 -0500
Message-Id: <199410241452.JAA29270@austin.BSDI.COM>
Received: from psy30.psy.utexas.edu by psyvax.psy.utexas.edu with SMTP;
          Mon, 24 Oct 1994 9:49:44 -0500 (CDT)
X-Sender: Harmon@psy.utexas.edu
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"
To: Castaneda@earth.com
From: Harmon@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu (Mike Harmon)
X-Mailer: <PC Eudora Version 1.4>

     {This message re-posted due to possible mailing problems}



>Just recently joined the Castaneda List myself - doing some research for
>my 17 year old son's essay. Haven't read Carlos for years and years but my
>son wants to know why I was so captivated back then. How does one explain
>that he has verified that there is a another reality by "not doing"?
>
>I don't expect an answer. It's just that Castaneda's 'work' seems to have
>gone off into the ether or have I missed something in the past 15 years?
>
>Thanks for the chuckle.

Hey!   It worked.  My first reply.  Cool.

        Well, Rick, your son may be hard pressed to go figure on this one.  
Maybe not though.  My mom was a loose cannon on the deck of convetional 
thought well before it was fashionable (sent us kids to Alpha Mind Control 
classes in '68) and I believe early exposure to her was the attitude 
correction that eventually sent me 'over the edge' (even in her estimate) of 
conventional thought.  
 
        As to Castaneda's 'work' of the last 15 years...     Oh, God.  Here 
goes.   I have gone through some serious changes about the nature of 
Castaneda's later 'works' and have returned to the original opinion I formed 
upon concluding the Second Ring Of Power with a comfortable theory to hold 
against my cheek, while I suck my Tonal Thumb:

        All the works after Tales of Power are smokescreen.

        That's it.  Pure and simple.  My original problem was that the first 
three books rung like a bell in my mind and grabbed me by the uspeakable.  
The fourth book (Tales of Power) was even stronger for me but I look back 
now and see the writing on the wall for the rest of his works and have to 
caution myself about what I take from that work.  And here's my 'reasoning'. 
 Heh heh heh.
        If one looks at the teachings in the first three books, a paradox 
emerges in the nature of the apprenticeship.  The teachings say such things 
as 'you must wrap yourself in mystery' and 'you must become unavailable to 
the thoughts of others', yet the process of truthfully writing the accounts 
of his apprinticeship is contrary to these precepts.  I think Castaneda 
finally got wise and started following the teaching and began to devolve his 
work into a harmless fiction that would diffuse his earlier soul baring and 
allow his own path as a sorcerer (if you can believe the idiot would ever 
really GET IT!) freedom to develop.  Smokescreen.

        Of course, I also contend that I have not sufficiently developed my 
own path to need anything more than first three books (I have had two 
encounters with the 'moth' and can occasionally find my hands in my dreams). 
Thus, it is fair to admit that I might not have sufficient personel power to 
see what could be concealed behind that smokescreen.   

                   Don Juan rules, Dude!


        -Mike
        
Mike Harmon  (Comp. Sys. Dev. Spec.)
University of Texas
Mezes 330
Austin, Texas 78703
(512) 471-9228
Harmon@psyvax.psy.utexas.edu


From castaneda-request@earth.com  Mon Oct 24 12:54:15 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@earth.com
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) id MAA29716 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 12:30:52 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 24 Oct 1994 12:30:52 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199410241730.MAA29716@austin.BSDI.COM>
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@earth.com
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@earth.com
Originator: castaneda@earth.com
Precedence: bulk
Reply-To: castaneda@earth.com (send add/delete requests to castaneda-request@earth.com)
Resent-From: castaneda@earth.com
Sender: castaneda@earth.com
Received: from hafgan-fddi.jpl.nasa.gov (hafgan-fddi.jpl.nasa.gov [137.78.160.21]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id MAA29713 for <castaneda@earth.com>; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 12:30:50 -0500
From: John.V.Luvalle@jpl.nasa.gov
Received: from throm.jpl.nasa.gov by hafgan.jpl.nasa.gov; Mon, 24 Oct 94 10:30:35 -0700
Received: by throm.jpl.nasa.gov (5.0/SMI-SVR4+DXRs2.3+GKEs1.0)
	id AA05686; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 10:30:18 +0800
Received: by throm from ccmail.Jpl.Nasa.Gov
	id <941024103018.CC3481795@CCMail.Jpl.Nasa.Gov> with CCTORFC Mon Oct 24 10:30:18 1994
Message-Id: <941024103018.CC3481795@CCMail.Jpl.Nasa.Gov>
Date: 24 Oct 94 10:27:00 -5647
To: castaneda@earth.com
Subject: re: smokescreen
content-length: 423


(comment that all the books after tales of power are smokescreen)

My own experience is that the 'Fire from Within' provides a
key insight into what is going on and 'The sorceror's crossing'
provides a detailed roadmap of how to get there.

I would advise getting going on recapitulating, stalking yourself
and you habits, and see 'where' you are in a few months.

                                    Regards, John LuValle

From castaneda-request@earth.com  Mon Oct 24 15:26:18 1994
Return-Path: castaneda-request@earth.com
Received: (from daemon@localhost) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) id PAA00826 for castaneda-dist; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 15:16:48 -0500
Resent-Date: Mon, 24 Oct 1994 15:16:48 -0500
Resent-Message-Id: <199410242016.PAA00826@austin.BSDI.COM>
List-Admin: (for add/delete requests) castaneda-request@earth.com
Errors-To: owner-castaneda@earth.com
Originator: castaneda@earth.com
Precedence: bulk
Reply-To: castaneda@earth.com (send add/delete requests to castaneda-request@earth.com)
Resent-From: castaneda@earth.com
Sender: castaneda@earth.com
Received: from iia.org (snowden@iia.org [198.4.75.9]) by austin.BSDI.COM (8.6.9/8.6.9) with SMTP id PAA00823 for <castaneda@earth.com>; Mon, 24 Oct 1994 15:16:46 -0500
Received: by iia.org id AA10481 user 
  (5.67b/IDA-1.5 for castaneda@earth.com); Mon, 24 Oct 1994 16:16:43 -0400
Date: Mon, 24 Oct 1994 16:16:43 -0400 (EDT)
From: Roger Snowden <snowden@iia.org>
To: castaneda@earth.com
Subject: RE: Smokescreen
Message-Id: <Pine.SUN.3.90.941024160624.8708A-100000@iia.org>
Mime-Version: 1.0
Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII


Mike Harmon presented an interesting theory: all works beyond the first 
three were just a smokescreen.  I can't really prove otherwise, but here 
is another thought:  The first three were the smokescreen.

1.  The 'Carlitos' of the early books, and most of the rest, is amazingly 
stupid.  Incredibly stupid.  I kept wanting to scream: "wake up, dummy".  
If I could understand, so could anyone.

2.  Hide in plain site.  You can say a lot about anything to anyone 
without revealing much.  I think he became a master stalker early on and 
wrote accordingly.

It's interesting that you (Mike) found the first three books so 
striking.  I tried twice to read Journey to Ixtlan and never could make 
sense of it.  Then I read The Eagle's Gift and understood everything 
perfectly.  Journey to Ixtlan suddenly made perfect sense.  So did all 
the rest.

I suppose it's a matter of perspective.

Actually, the entire series may well be just strange fiction.  But, there 
is genuine knowledge buried within, a whole and real world.  Fiction or 
not, what Carlos writes is real and works.

Anyway, I like your thinking, Mike.  Thanks.

Roger Snowden
snowden@iia.org

